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municipium as early as the time of the second Punic war,
and Pisa followed Venice in rising to eminence as com-
mercial States, and at the time of the Crusades they
vied with each other in supplying vessels to convey the
Crusaders to the Holy Land. The Venetians, over and
above their freight charges, stipulated for the privilege of
establishing factories in any place where the arms of the
Crescent were replaced by those of the Cross.

After the fall of Constantinople, Venice procured for
herself the general lordship over Greece, and of the towns
of Heraclea, Adrianople, Gallipoli, Patras, and Durazzo,
which greatly increased the wealth and influence of that
Republic, and left it almost without a rival in the waters
of the Levant. It had also brought under subjection the
people inhabiting the shores of the Adriatic, and obtained
from Pope Alexander III. an admission of its claim to
dominion over them. Venice now carried on at Con-
stantinople a trade in Eastern products, from which she
derived enormous profits. But the Byzantine Emperor,
growing jealous of the increasing power of the Venetians,
caused them to be driven out of Constantinople, and
assigned to Genoa and Pisa a portion of that town for
purposes of trade.

Owing to the hostile rivalry of the Venetians and
Genoese for the Byzantine trade, many of the German
towns, formerly supplied through the Italian marts, found
it more convenient to open direct communication with
Constantinople, and thus a chain of commercial stations
extended from Constantinople to the German Ocean, of
which the principal were Vienna, Katisbon, Ulm, Augs-
burg and Nuremberg.

After being ejected from Constantinople, the Venetians